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November 23, 1988

SMOLDERING CIGARETTE IN COUCH LIKELY CAUSE
OF F IR E IN UM DORMITORY
MISSOULA —
A cigarette left to smolder in a couch probably caused the
Monday-morning fire that forced about 550 students from their
rooms in a University of Montana dormitory complex, the fire's
investigator says.
"The fire started with smoking materials in an upholstered
couch either left inadvertently or on purpose," said Dick Larson,
assistant fire marshal for the Missoula City Fire Department.
Since no one died in the fire, the state fire marshal did not
investigate the fire.
Larson, who is investigating the fire that caused from
$15,000 to $20,000 in damage to the television lounge in U M ’s
Craig Hall, said he is still interviewing residents to determine
whether the fire was set deliberately.
"Nothing indicates that it was a purposely set fire," Larson
said.

He also said the fire was a "classic, slow-burning fire"

probably caused by a smoldering cigarette.
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A smoldering
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cigarette in upholstery usually takes about an hour to catch
fire, he explained.
The fire totally burned the couch and parts of two other
couches in the dorm's television lounge, and filled the dorm's
hallways with smoke, he said.
Two resident assistants and the dorm's night deskman, who
discovered the fire at about 3 a.m. Monday, were treated and
released Monday morning for smoke inhalation.
were reported.

No other injuries

About 550 residents of Craig Hall and adjacent

Elrod-Duniway Hall were evacuated from their rooms and were
allowed to return to the dorms at about 5 a.m.
Clean up from the fire should be finished by late next week,
Ron Brunell, director of Housing, said.

Students in the dorm

complex will have free use of the laundries until Nov. 30 and
will also receive instructions on how to file insurance claims
for smoke-damaged belongings.
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